Define Mopeds & Scooters as Motorcycles for License Endorsement and Helmet Use
PROBLEM: Motorcycles, mopeds, and scooters are defined differently in Florida Statutes as they pertain
to operator licensing, training, and laws governing helmet use.
BACKGROUND: In Florida, motorcycle riders are required to have an endorsement on their license and
complete formal training to operate on public roads. Also, per Florida Statute, motorcycle riders ages 16–21 are
required to use a helmet. Current statutes make an exception to these requirements for mopeds and scooters
based on engine size (under 50cc) and speed (max 30 mph). While motorcycle riders are governed by the
protective Statutes, anyone can ride a moped or a scooter with no license, no prior training or experience,
and no helmet even if the rider is under 21. With recent technology advancements, mopeds/ scooters
under 50cc can easily exceed speeds over 30mph. In addition, moped/scooter riding has grown
significantly as a primary means of transportation, especially around college campuses because of their
low cost and parking flexibility. Mopeds and scooters face the same dangers and driving conditions encountered
by all motorized vehicle operators on public roads regardless of engine size. Endorsement and mandatory
training to reduce crashes and fatalities for motorcycles as well as mopeds and scooters are necessary
for consistent public policy.
SOLUTION: All operators of 2- or 3-wheeled motorized vehicles licensed for street use, including mopeds
and scooters, must have an endorsement, rec e iv e d mandatory training, and must adhere to the helmet
laws that currently govern motorcycles. We propose amending the Florida Statutes 316.003(41),
316.211(3)(a), and 322.01(26) by eliminating the moped/scooter exception that is based on size and speed
so that they are governed by the same statutes as motorcycles. This would apply to Florida resident
operators only; moped and scooters rented by tourists would be excluded.
CALL TO ACTION AND SUPPORT: Law enforcement, colleges/universities, doctors, medical associations
and researchers support this call to action.
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